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SUBJECT: WORLD CONFERENCE TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION 
REF: STATE 204786 

1 . EMBOFF DELIVERED AIDE MEMOIRE ALONG LINES CONTAINED IN 
REFTEL TO MIN EXTAFF OFFICER IN CHARGE OF UN AFFAIRS 
(BLANCHFIELD) . PROMISING TO GIVE AIDE MEMOIRE IMMEDIATELY 
TO PERMSEC BALLAH, BLANCHFIELD SAID T&T ALWAYS HAD OPPOSED 
ZIONISM-RACISM LINKUP. IN LARGE PART BECAUSE OF THIS, T&T 
WAS BEING REPRESENTED AT LOWEST PRACTICABLE LEVEL AT CON- 
FERENCE (I.E., MEMBERS OF T&T MISSION IN GENEVA), AND HE 

WAS CERTAIN THAT THEY WOULD NOT RPT NOT SUPPORT ANY RESO- 
LUTION OR OTHER ACTION BY THE CONFERENCE WHICH LINKED 
ZIONISM AND RACISM. 

2. COMMENT. T&T ABSTAINED IN UNGA WHEN ZIONISM-RACISM 
ISSUE CAME UP IN 1975 AND, IN OUR VIEW, IS LIKELY TO DO 

SO AGAIN AT GENEVA. THIS IS BECAUSE T&T, AS A MATTER OF 
POLICY, DOES NOT TAKE STRONG POSITIONS ON ISSUES IN INTER- 
NATIONAL FORA WHEN IT DOES NOT PERCEIVE THOSE ISSUES AS 
DIRECTLY AFFECTING ITS VITAL INTERESTS. MOREOVER, T&T 
HAS THE ADDITIONAL REASON TO BE CAUTIOUS IN THE PRESENT 
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INSTANCE BECAUSE OF ITS LONGSTANDING INTEREST IN JOINING 
OPEC AND CONSEQUENT DESIRE NOT TO OFFEND THE ARABS NEED- 
LESSLY. 

3. EMBASSY WISHES TO POINT OUT THAT REFTEL RECEIVED HERE 
MORNING OF AUGUST 14, WHICH LEFT US INSUFFICIENT TIME TO 
TAKE ACTIONS WITH GOTT WHICH COULD POSSIBLY INFLUENCE 
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TRINIDAD'S POSITION AT GENEVA. T&T MISSIONS ABROAD APPEAR 
TO OPERATE FOR THE MOST PART ON STANDING INSTRUCTIONS. 

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN THOSE INSTRUCTIONS NORMALLY MUST BE 
APPROVED BY THE CABINET (I.E., PM WILLIAMS), WHICH MEETS 
EVERY THURSDAY. THUS TO HAVE ANY CHANCE WHATSOEVER OF 
INFLUENCING GOTT ON ISSUES SUCH AS THAT CONTAINED IN REFTEL, 

WE NEED NOTICE AT LEAST SEVERAL WORKING DAYS IN ADVANCE. 

4. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE BEING ADVISED ON POSITIONS/ 

ACTIONS TAKEN BY T&T DELEGATION AT SUBJECT CONFERENCE. 

O'MAHONY 
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